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Complete Se t l-411 Sch oo lboys own Library 
Complete eet Detect iv e 'llecil.ies l - 379 • . 
No.254 Magnet - Bob Cherry's Barri ng Oti t • . 
C .D • .Monthl.i.es 1- 56. C.D .Annuals 1 94'/ - 8-9-50 • • 
Bound Volume U . J. Sup p.1.ements. 
15 0 Comics 1890 -1 915. Pu ck s uib:rary, PicY.i n~s from 

Puck, Puc~, Judge , Chips , f\nd Jest e r, I,ot-o-i\:n, 
Ch1ick1 1:s, Rain bow ; Many Xmas Nwnuers • • 

20 Mandevil.: Le and Skilton PuhJj cation s .. • • • . 
~2 re~ Or.sg:i =l <kma. All T::.lb •)t si,o .~e3 iu.c l ad

i.ng The T<:f f , 1915 . 
Red Magne t s, Nos.1- 61. Inclusive 1 908-9 , •• 
Bound Vollll!l0 contaL"ling 1st J.5 Nos. of the Marvel . 

Th i e Item i s a :re.1"1 ty - beliel7 e d to be the only 
one i n exis ten ce . Published 1893 Mint Condition . 

44 Surprises, pu blished 1932-33 
115 l'enny Marvels • • • • 
300 Penny, Three-halfpenny, and Twopenny Popu1ara , 

1912-31. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Magnets and Gema., more or lees from 191 6-1940 • • 
Volume containing l.2 Xmas Double Numbers, .Magnet, 

Gem, Pluck, 1908-16 • • • • • • • • 
250 llaa1 Jlhotoe Ci9rette Carda as gi ven away Vii th 

Old Boye Books : Boxers, lfootballera, Cricketers 
All pre-1923. 

60 Volumes Aldins l'U.blioationa 
Magnets All Xmas Double Noe . 43, 150 , 392, 340,513, 

409, 461, 513 • • . • •• • • 
Gema XJma Double Noe. 37. and 302 •. 
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FROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR 

Problem : I hav e had a fsw letters lately suggesting too 
much apses ie taken by t he Club reports. In co ntrast, quite 
a number of others s~ emphatical ly, "The Cl ub reports are 
th e very fi.ret section I turn to." So ,mare are 1JB? I can 
ass ure you it's no bed of roeae runni!lg even the C.D. \'/hat' 
more, theproblem is likely to grow with mare Clubs in the 
offing, end the tho\l8ht , "the more the merrier" • 

Well, when starting our megazine the intention was 
"facts and f:lgur98, articles app ertaining to the hobby, and 
an intimate family atmosphere in which all could feel they 
could be in the news." With all the present difficulti
it•a not al~s easy to get the perfect blBPd. Still, on 
the whole I think we have succeeded. 

However, where the Club reports are concerned, those 
moat closely concerned 11.aTe talked it OTer 8114 it bu been 
agreed that they could b e pruned a~t wi thoot losing 
their usef'ulneaa. Hope you' 11 all be satisfied. 
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Holi day : Short.ly aft er thi s r each es you I hope to be off 
pn holide7, nee dl eae to eey t o IIIY' usual hsunte in London 
town. It will be e kind of busman's holiday, but I would 
sooner have e day that wsy then a month by th e eea . I can 
do with a break, for things have not been eeay lat ely. Back 
invigorated I she ll be down to th e Annual in eameet. 

Shock: Just before we "went to press" lest month we l earned 
ofaiiother stagg ering increas e in th e price ot th e coloured 
card,... were using for the oover. We hed to be ar it for 
t hat issu e , but the in cr eee e is so s erious th at it ie 
iq,oaaibl e to carry it any l onger. Consequ ent ly thi s month 
we have bee n c ompell ed to adopt e <folour ed pape r one . Well, 
aft er a ll , t he Magnet and i ts COll!flani<,ns only had pap er 
covel'B, so why not our littl e C .D. 

The AJmual: t'p to the ti me of wri ting ;,hi s , orders have 
~"'l ei ; spJ.cnd~dJ.y , ft. good propor t i.,:-i Q:""? f~ :"J. ~ ..-.-, ~}i·1:'.QS 

thus addi.!lg t o the value of t he "Who 's Who". Last wonth I 
made a re queot fm: "occu;>ati ona" . J"'hl ... ~ Geal end several 
ot bere vot e t his e good i dea . I do t hink it will add to the 
int erest of the Who' s Who, f or i f you s ll pl ay up it will 
aho,v what e re pr ese nt a t iv e l ot we a:.:·e . So don't be shy , 
let•e know how you earn your da ily br eed . 

Ta lbot: The l ong ewei ted "Tom Merry" book with the "Tof f"' 
p~ e promine"lt part shQuld b e out by t he t i me yc,u 
rece ive t ¥, s. Woul d someone pl ease send s. revi ew. 

Trib-J.te t o e n Art5.s t The 11Schcol Fr i en.d.11 r t-:cen t l,y ran a 
popul ari t y compe ti tion and tho school sto,-y came out top. It 
is a pl eas ure t o reco rd tha t t he editor sa id t hat no smBll 
share of th e cr edit wee due t o t he a rt i st , fo r th e Brt i e t ie 
often forgott en. The pl easure is added to in t hi s par t icul • l 
instance , for the artist in question happens t o be e member 
of our circ l e, lli s s Evelyn B. Flind ers . 

O.B.B.C . Liv e~ooH A meeting wi t h t he objec t of fol1111.ng a 
branch of the .B.B.C. wtth he adqusrtel'B at Liverpool will be 
h eld at the home of Donald B. Webster, Waterloo House, 
7 Crosby Road , South Liverpool, 22 (Phone : Wat erloo 79 ) on 
s e~tember 30th , It ie expected that Donald will ac t es 
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secrc -ttary . All j nt ere sted axe oo rdial l y i nvi ·~od t o 5 at i n 
1 

to uch with oi th er of t hem in goo d tim e , 1 

Her a • s wi shir..g a successful launnhing in Llxerpoo L 1 
.And .t.,,.ot her: Befor e th ese lines are in print a mee ting wil 

have bee::i he ld (Augus t 24th) of th e Australian O.B.B . C. 

(Vi c t oria). Rep or t to follow . 

Which al l de lights th e heart of j 
Yours s inc erely , 

HERBml' Ll.CKENBY, 

Adve rt s . urgently wanted for th e Annual . 

Can filf)]§_ obliged with Gem number 946 , please? I wi ll p~ 

a good pri ce . Josephine Packman, 27 Ar chdale Road , Eas t 

Dulwich, London, S. E. 22 . 

~ : Lees, Ch= , Nugget 3ds, Comic p apers, Det ectiv e 

Libraries. Sa l e, Lees (ol d seri es) . L • .M. All en , 

3 Montgom ery Drive, Sheff ield, 7, 

G. s. HEllTY it ems wanted by Pe te Martin, '!:he Saturday I 
Evening Poat, Philade lphia 5, Pa . , U. S . A. : ALL BUT LOST, ,. 

3 vo le . , Tins l ey Bro t he rs, London, 18691 CA.PI'AIN B,>YI.Er'S 

HEIR, Blaclci e , 1889 ; COLOUEL THORNDYKE' S SEX:RET, Chatto and I 

Wir.duo , 1e9 0 ; THE CURSE OF c.uim: •s HOLD, 2 vols, Spen ce=, l 

Bla ck et t and Hal wn , 1889 ; DORarm• s DOUBLl., 3 vols ,, chatto 

end Windus , 189 41 FACING DEATH, Black:l e , 1883; THE DR!IGON 

AND THE RAVEN, Bl acki e , 18861 J.l,CK .J!Cm:R, Samson, Low, 

Searle and Rivingto n, 1883; FRI "l!DS THOUGH DIVIDED, Griffitl 

and Fa=, 18831 CHUMS, Vol.I, 42, June 28 , 1893 t o Vol.I , 

47, ..uguat 2, 1893, co n tai ning JOHN DI LLON OF DUNN.1MORE, 

SE.aSIDE MAIDENS, being e speciel number of Tinaley's Mage.zin, 

for 1880 or 1881, bound ea s b ook end al so appearing ae a 

gift book. 
Pl ease quo t e prices desired ands description of con 

dition . Dat e on ads in ba ck of such items as J..lCK JIRCHEJ! 

and FRIENDS THOUGH DIVIDED should matc h d a tes on titl e page . 
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The First of o New Series I 
THE MEN WHO WRorE FOR BOYS 

By Her be rt Leckenby 

No.l - Sidney Drew 

Sidney Dr ow ( bom 1878) was a st ar author in th o halcyon 

da,ys of th e se rial story . I suggee t tha t p eri od aa be ing 

the last few years of t he 19th and the first decad e of t he 

20th c ent ury, For it wee then that the serial. W88 given in 

generous inetel..m ent e , new r eaders were provided wit h s con

cis e eW11Dary wbureby to p i ck up the tbrvada, and, ell • 

import ant , the authors ' names figur<d prominent ly. Thus 

of them in tim e became dee r and familiar fr ie nds t o th e boys 

of the dsy . 
Wr it ing a successful aerial. story """ s diffi cUl t e rt; 

th e autho r bed t o be en adept e t fini shing en inst slJDont et 

sn ex citing , br eathless 1110mont, so th,,tthe youthful reader 

woUld r em.sin in e stat e of suspense for a. ,ree k , and th en go 

poe t haste to its newaegente in order to ).earn whet had 

re a lly happen ed. 
A poet mast er a t the game was Sidn ey Drew, who I boli 

wrot e only fo r Pee r sons and what I will cell for convenience 

the Hemsworth p apers, I t was mBJV long years before I 

l earned that hie r eel name W88 Edgar Joyce~. end th en 

I was told by en editor who knew him ..... u. I r emanber a t 

th e tim e I had e longing to try end ge t in tou ch with th e 

man who had given me so much pleasure in m:, youth. I turned 

to ll\Y. old stand-by - the London Telephone Di r ectory, and 

t he r e, sure enough , I found an Edger Joycr, Murray . "Surely, 

t houg h t I, " thi e will be Si dney Dr ow, it 's hardly lik e ly 

t he r e will be two with that rather unususl combination of 

names. 11 Alasl I wpe wrone;, fo r on get ting e courteous 

reply from the subscriber in t he 'phone dir ecto ry , I WllS told 

be had never bed eey eepireti one ee en euthorend knew not 

bis namesake. So I neve r bed the pleasure of hearing from 

Sidne y Drew, 
However, to get down t o e sket ch of hie career . He 

will be best r emembered es the crea t or of two etrildng, 

eeverel men in on& ch oracter, Gr ayd on Gert h • nd Ferrera Lord , 

pa triots , Empi r e build ers, inventors, lll)'Stery men and mult i - I 

mill i onair e s. Gra ydon Gart h came f irst and appeared in many 

thrill i ng, spe ll-binding se rials in Pea rson' s Bi g Budget andj 



Boys • Leede r. 
Two of the stories in the "Big Budget" sppeere d under th , 

eyjl-&XTOsting tit l es - "Th e Vanished Fleet" end "The l,tyste riOl.1 

~". Writt en i n a slick rtMJ¥ style, unusual but minus t he · 

absurdities of the present-day fantestic story, they provided . 
delightful. fare for the boy of the day. 

Followed "a World in ...nns" in the early daya of tho Boer 

War; anot her masterpiece. Here let me peuee to te ll a 

personal oxperienoe. You know how I love to sl ip them in, 

Some time ego I had the luck to obtain qw.te a lot of 

Btg Budgets from John lll~craft. I snapped the str ing and 

tore open impati en tly his typically well-wrapped parcel, for 

I bed b ee n waiting forty yeere for the contents. I turn ed 

the papers over eagerly, thon pew,ed es one pe r ticuler copy 

caught my eye. Its front pag e p,rtrs;ved a vivid scen e 1n 

Trafe~er Square, drawn by Vel Reeding - the story th o firflt 

inst s lJDont of "A World in Arma". Instantly my tho1J8hts 

travel) Ad beck throueh the y ears to 11 Saturday night 10118 

before I had r eached my teens. It was both night, end 1n 

those da,Y'B that mosnt a tubb!.ns before the .fi.:re. Whilst 

my young er brother wes b <1ing cleansed by moth er I set r eedini,; 

the Big Budget. lzy turn came and whilst my eere were b oing 

vigorously rub bed I noticed my fsthe::- pick up and start 

reeding my B.B. I watched anxiously, for, ea I heve eoid 

before , h e usually frowned on my beloved weekli es . However , 

on this oc ca sion he wes in benevolent mood, f or ofter e vlhil <' 

h a put .1.t do wn without co mment. 0--!> of th e bath I gTebb"'1 

i t and st ole off to bed. Thet copy displayed on tho front 

p!'J's", ti.at scene in Tr afa lgar Sque:,-c; o tin,y insignificant 
incid•mt of fifty years ago, yo ·t I could see it as though 

it had hap pened yosterdey. It just shows you , the influ ence 

those papers had Qn the life of e Victorian boy . 
However, to proceed. About the eeme tim e es "A 1'/orld 

1n Arms" was sppe oring in tho "Big Budget" Sidney Drew wrote 

his first seria.l.1. for the id,. Boys • Fri end. It was another 

with an exciting title - "Wolves .of the Deep" and it WIie 

the firs t e tor,y of Ferrera Lord. In it was also introduced 

the young Chinese princ e , Ching Iw,g, e charact e r who wae to 

remain popular for yeers. Ching could speek K:ing ' s English 

as immeculate es s B. B.c . ann ouncer, but he usuelly chose to 

chatter swey in weird pidgin English. He WIIB slso a 

marvellous conjurer. 
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"Lion llgaina t Beer" followed ''Wolves of the Deep" and 

on the ris e of the Boys ' Friend t o e P"nQ1 came "B, yond th e 
Et ern a l Ice", th e story of a r ace to the llortb Pol e . In 
this wee met f or th e first tim e an unusual callic chsreeter, 
Gan Wege, en Eskimo. Man,y more Ferr era lord st ori es 
followed, among tthem "Through Trackless Tib et "; "~ s teri s ", 
"The Unconquerable" ( e ll in th e. Boys • Friend) , "The Blue 
Qrchid" ( Boys• Herald), "Twic e Round the Globe" (Je ster) andl 
"Th e Millions ire Sportsman" (Boys • Realm) . 

In th es e Ferr era Lord stori es Sidney Drew had s habit 
of sudd enly S1li tching from thrilling adven tur e to broad slap 
stick humour in which Ching r.w,g, Gan 'Jags, Tom Prout , 
Barry O'Roon ey end other members of t h e crew of th e marvellous 
submBrin e " Lord of the Deep" were conce rn ed . This,to me at 
enyrete, r ather spoilt t he r hythm of t he stori es ; they were 
gr,,nd yarns, nev ertheless. 

Like man,y of his tim e , Sidney Drew ,ms very versatil e. 
He wrot e sto ri es of msey types including school yarns. For 
th e Hsrmeworth pep ere his most popular school """ Celcroft. 
First s eri a l, "Kings of Csl croft " appeared in th e lat er days 
of the~- Boys ' Friend . Compl e t e sto ri es concerning t he 
same school r an in th e Merv el twenty years la ter. Also 
early in the peney Boys• Fr iend there ft s "The BQYS of 
Bsrrowby" ( Ching r.w,g• s Schoo l deys ) . 

For Peereons (Biit Budge t ond Boys• Leeder) t he school 
WtlS Renthorpe, two of th e s tori es being "Riva l s of Ranthorpe 
end "That Terribl e Term" . One of the characters there in 
was Bunter, quit e a different kind of Bunt er to the one kno'l11 
to fame. 

In e ll th es e school stories humour pr edominated , hous e 
rivelry end the lik e. 

A:, proof of Sidn ey Drew's vers at e li ty here e:re th e titl s 
of some oth er stories which flawed from hi s pen. "The Peril 
to Come" written enoeymously for the "Boye' Fr iend " , "The 
Blind Boy", e t&le · o(;fth e coal mines , end "The Rivel Cineme
toeraphers" , also in the " Boys Fri and" ; "Prince of t he 
Circus" (Boys Realm), "Winge of Gold" end "llan .,\gains t Mons t er" 
( Boys Hera l d), "A Branded Name" (J este r ) . 

Oth er stories fo r Pearsons were "P eril Islan d", " In 
Terror• s Realm", """' E;ye for an E;ye" ( a greet yam this) in 
t he Bi g Budget , and "The City of Darkness" ( Boys Leeder) • 
Do not t he titles give you e wis tful kind of feeling? 
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~everal ·of t he Harmsworth stori es v:ere r eprinted in th 1:; I 
Gem, Magnet and oth er pap ers, and, of course , in the Boys 
Friand Library. 

I almost forgot to mention that Sidney Drew was one of 
the legion who wrote Sexton l!lake stories, both under hir , r ~a\ 
name, and bi.a adopted one, and, if I remember rightly, he 
introduced Ferrers Lord into two or three of them in the 
Union Jsok. 

'Tis said Sidney Drew scorned a typewriter and wrcte in 
a very microscopic but perfectly legible hand, He often 
had to be cbaa<ld for his cow• but it allllll;YS CU1e along 
eventuallyJ which was all to the b anefit of the boys of 
yesteryear. 

HAMILTON IA 

Conducted by Herbert Leckenby 

In our august, 1950, we published an article "Through 
England with the Famous Five". It made a hit, for straight . 
8'Jls::f bouquets came in, Well, its author hes co,re along witn 
another one which again takes you right into th e magic Frank J 
Richards country, As it is pretty l engthy I will hand :,~ I 
straight over to J:llmey-Welsh. 1· 

CHUMS ON THE OPEN ROtiD 

By James Walsh 

1 Goin' to take e Sen tim ental Journey 
To Renew Old Memories. 

This coupl &t from a popular song s erves as 'tf,;f th eme for 
our annual holiday r emini c ences. 

Most of us, et some time in our lives, have tak en such 
journey or, if not, have had s strong desire to do so. Such 
e journey will moat often be of a strongly personal nature -
to the scene of boyish escapades; the site of s former home 
which, like th e loved ones it sheltered, lll8Y have long since 
deperted1 or to trace the adolesc en t footsteps of a would-b 
Gelehod in which the ideal -~ always took the longest way 
round.1 

Thos e of literary bent 1J1BY follaw in the footsteps of 
t he ir favourite characters and trace the meenderinga of 
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)dr . Pickwick or of Ltttlo Nell and her grandfather from tho Ol d Curiosit y Shop to the litt l e villag e which marked tll e end of hor long j ourney snd short li!e. 

Now you who have resd your she.re o! "the hundred best books " may hav e been i nsp i red b)' th ei r aut hor • a magic pen to visit that count ry forever associa t ed w1 th the ir lustrous 
nemee - the "Dickens Country", tho "Scot t " and "Hardy Countr;v.'', tho Lakes of tho ''l'lordsworth : oWltry and the Moors of th e "Bronte Country,"and in lloing eo you will have known the thrilling fesd.notion of actually seeing '111 th your own eyes, ef8b t e end scenes long familiar to your mind end imagination 

I t ia to such ec.anee that our littl e journey leede us -into a country that, if it hes not y ot ea rned the 11 t ersry epprobaj;ion of the pl aces quoted, hes been made b)' i ta 
b~l oved autho r no lees dear to our hearts and real to our 
minds; you will know it as - "Tho Frank Richnrde COWltr,y'' • 

Th~ term is , perhaps , a 11 ttle vague and el astic and it is WGll that it should be so; for cap end compose will ploy s em8ll er part than our imagl.nt1tion and if, on our tour , we crumot Uwoys soy positively lt!!l_!at we are r~t , well th en , we will not know t he disillusionment of being proved wrong. 
Now when I epe•k of thio "Frank Rioha:rda Country" I do not r ~fer merely to that small and compect world which , w1 th the grey old pil e it se l f ss the focsl point, oncompeeees e Village end a Town, A Riv er •nd a Common. 
For schooldays sre behind us and holidays enlarge the visto. Wherever snd however they travelled w1 thin our own fair coW1ties, so we can t oo . For this ie our big chanc• to DO .IS THEI' DID - in Feet ea well ru, Fancy . 

II 
Well , you have been ldnJ enough to volunte er to join ow littl e party of Good Compani ons ,eo let• e prepare for our 

Sentimental J ourney . 
If we cell ourael vea Terrible or Fie tical or Famous , membersof the fraternity will understand that these peeudoeytls ar e intended to be s enti mental els e, snd net provoc ative (en c s t endency to thickening of the art eries or t hinning of the thatch woul d soon convince the others ! ) 
Let w, peck our fsvouri te holiday yarns in our knspeackl end when we stop to caq, or just to r es t and light s pip e, we• 11 ree d to one another s favourite paseege or msybo cull , rout e our youth!Ul f ellow - t r ev ell ere bsve trod befor e us . 
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Fr ank Ri chards was no t elways too p r ecise in pin

pointing the landmarks for us yet, as we r emar ked befor e, we 
are glad it tohould be so. For the enchantment of his count:y 
is that every dusty lane may be th e one th ey took and every 
greasy dell ~ one in which the y pitched t he ir tent. And 
il they have not benen that way, well - p erch ance we shell 
mee t them y e t I 

But etey awhile! We st ill have to s olve th e same 
pressing, but pleeaant, prob l em that beset our youthful 
f r ic,nde when Mauly•e yacht or Mr. Vernon-Smith ' s pl ane waa 
not readizy sve il a bl e - just where we ere go i ng - end by 
whe t mea ns. 

We have an ext ensive choice of locomotion. F i rst l y 
th e r e ' s our f ee t and th a t - as Mr • .Bunter point ed out · to , 
!,!aster Bun ter on on e of th e few ocoeaione when tha t f a t end 
l azy youth did not wish to bes tow hie unwe l co me compa ny on 
hie "old pal e" - provi des a method that is he a lthy, hygieni c 
- and che ep ! 

We mBY hire a dingey' an d fo l.lo w the co urs e of t h e 
silvery Thames or a horse en d caravan end follow the Ope n' 
Road. · 

"Bob" (be baa t ake n on the mantl eo f hi s nemeeake; bJ 
has no mop of curzy he .ix but be hes got big f .,e t so we l et i < 
pea s) being the mecbanicalzy-minded numb er of the party 
sug ges ts, with an eye on the b agga ge, that we migh t pi ck up 
ano th er "Methuselah" - you r emember Bob Cherry• s Tr ike? But 
t ha t - end who having seen i t could ever do ubt it?- wee the 
on:cy one of its kind end did it no t finish up, to the unc on- ' 
cesled deligh t of his fri end s, in a th ousand pieces? 

We reconsider o b e eat for the burden. "Ji.Jml;y", the 
Rookwood enthusiBSt, r ecalls ' 'Trotsky" the litt l e po'QJ' and 
the eqµ a lzy ame.11 trep whos e numerous lock e rs provi ded a 
stowage cepsci ty unQJ:o e ll ed by TUbby hims e lf. 

Talking of ho r s e s ond poni es prompted "Tom" the S t. Jime 
follower to bring up th e subject (he wee looking r a th er .bard 
et us at the time) of Donkeys. Did we not, he asked us , · 
remember "Seven Schoolboys end Solomon ?" I wse abo ut to 
make e witty r e joinder concerning ea ses but , remem'i e ring 
Monty Lowth e r• s rotten puns on the subject, I d es ist ed. 

I sugg e sted bik es , having in mind the t we might pick up 
the new owner of Muccol ini' a Cir cus and drop in on it Pt 
Broedsteire or Brigh t on or som e o ther p l ee e sn t Sout h Coa~t 



,-~~~~~~~~~~~-252-~~~~~~~~~~~ 
r esort 11bere t het f et f naelt of e fortun e- tell er didd l ed us 
out of half -a -crown. (Rather e pity he lft!sn 1 t ~ when 
~ let't him cut off by the tide at Broed.etalre I I would 
lib to point ORt to the oU.er chBpa the ff1r7 cleft where ha 
a..gled at tbe - of a rope - to 11en bis t e t li$a, not 
fin1ab itl) 

Boll8Tar, "Bob" pointed out that on e prerl0118 ocoeeion 
1lball bikes mMI cucuae11 got llixed up ( tbri wa11 the t1- the 
- tat briBfmd bed diddled the o- h18eelt ae -11 ee 
olleote mMI danlled th e 111111tla - mMI the wt« - of the un
tort,mate .... 11bitfi•) the 1dkN got U1111pla4 Oil by l!ll 

aecaped elepb8nt which, naturftll7 , waa S.-.t to th eir 
d~! 

Well I -111 whet e choio e l Boete end Cm"8Y8118 - Horeea, 
pom.ee and Donk eye - Tribe mMI Blbe . 

!here'• only one~ to decide; we put it to th e ..ot e 
the Peet haw itl 

m. 
So here are - C- on th e Open Road et leat, acemdng 

it eeserl7 for t• liliar plecea end th e no lesa ttllli.Uor f 
of the Chums who baTe gon e before ua . 

.l gNlllp cf qrcllsts waariqr school jackets end boetere 
wheel peet 'IIBJ we are not surprised to note t bs t ODB baa e 
derlt 0011plaxion . '\fe catch hi e 8DIIW9r to en unh eard queati 
- "San thing, if we bet firstl" 

It only he bed aei d "Sure thingtllllT' I 
'le cerrry on with ,,nthuaieam undimini shed , f or e,ren th e 

dr9flZ7 ~roed hsa it s exciting --, ri ea - the bf« cer en 
route for Folkeetone, 11"1-nmiaed into roorlng lif e ea it 
tries to shake oft th e evi1 Chinl< - or - it th e Greek or 
th e IteJJ.en? - end th e bull.eta aee ldng llill e ts in t he vres; 
the d~ chaae through si de- lenea, th e fellOIIII boldillg 
Oil tor deer lite ee it ""'118 l!lld lurchee. But don• t 1'11tt'7! 
ll'ErWII Loca ia at the wheel end aefe orr1 ..... 1 e t tbB ~t
pier 1a aulll'8d l 

Y•, the ~ baa its ...,riBB - not to lllllltion its 
tenon , - teal, ae II her<,-brai.ned ~ 8811 ebane us wi 
bill motor-bilte - "Coker still et ii!" we gr,mt • 

.lt lancth ..., er& Ollt in tbB quieter 1- -i., llbot wi 
~ Met U4 dut, bepJl to feel tbe need of liquid :refnm>.. 
- • Jnd lot in roundillg a bend ot the road there it -
th e ""I'J' llpi~ of ffBI'J' little inn that flft r<d'reabecl a 
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thirs t y wayf cr :::r in this Fr nnk Ric h erds Country! 

The cr ea king s ignbo ard procl aims it es th e Bunch of 
Grapes, confinni.ng its f amiliar ss peo t ea we gath er round the 
horse-trough - th e ~ry on e,, we declar e in which the FAmous 
Five ducked the greet Hor ece Coker! ; end that episode 
briJ168 recoll ections. 

For hed not those cheery ohWIIB arrived here, dwity, dry 
end thirsty- ea "" ourselves, thst werm Sl,lIIqJ" dey , and beheld 
es "" did now - "The little ol d-feshion ed inn, with its 
porch, its diemond;,cned windows, its red-tiled roof, hall' 
hidden .ey cr eep ers end foliege. The bench by the table -
under spreeding bronches end the prospect of g ing er -pop _~-,. 

Well, the "Qing er-p op ful.n ess", es Hurree Singh r emar ked 
may heve been terrific, but we partook of something e litt le 
stronger end th en proceeded on our vrey. 

Fields ond f oo tpoths pas s under our f ~et until ot lengt, 
r e thor hot end tired, we find ourselves on the willowy ba nk 
of a little riv er , rippling in the sunshine. 

''\Th.at more delightf'u.l spot to lunch?" we eek es "" 
choose o gr ea sy pa tch amongst th e willows. 

h.B th e kettle boils we have o t acit underst anding es to 
just where we ere - end e thousand memories to dispute t he 
cl*im of a"¥ local inhabitant who fenoi ed h e knew be tter! 

After a pleasant and aubstentiel lunch we sit for o 
while idly watching the river1 end whet with the glare of 
the hot sunshin e and its reflection on the placidly-flowing 
wet er, our heeds begin no dding drowsily. Its very qui et 
hereabouts ·with no on e e ls e in sight; but u ·,-river I s <,em 
to h ear feintly tho splash of oers and th e celling of merry 
voicee1 gradually they die 811'8/f - must have landed on the 
island - - probably e, picnic th ere - - -

I had thought to t e ke l eave of you here in this pleaeen, 
dro"87 spot hut, before I close, I must tell you ebout e 
rother remarkeble heppeni.ng that took place e little later. 

I am not sure how it came about. but I rem emller sitting 
with 1111 friends on the river benk end then next thing I knew 
I seemed to be on Dl1' own. I was ombling a long e quiet, 
dusty lane lined with green ht,dgee end clumps of tr ee s th e t 
filt ered t he hot aunshin ~ when I was ewskened from e rev eri e 
by e sound - th e clip-clop of a hore e •e hooves. 

I was not unduly surprised to see s ceraven rumbling 
along behind - gipsi es I surmised. But es my ey ee c augh t 



two Ji· , tle pin-points of gle es flesh i ng back the rays of the 
sun I thought I r ecognised something familiar 1n the fi8ure 
at least 1n i ta girthl And ee t he van dre,r nearer I wea 
st ill more surprised to recognise the fi8ur ee of five sturdy 
;youtha dreBBed in whi te flannels. 

When almost abreast of me I hea rd a femiliar squeak f r · 
the gasping f at f ellow - "I ss;y ;you f ellows, when are we 
stopping for lunch?'' 

Drawing aaid e I gave the caravan a clo se scrutiey as it 
passed. 'l'lh;y yes! incredibl e as it ee ... ed, it WWI the same 
green-painted on e that had rumbled out of the yard of Old 
Lazarus' shop in Courtf i eld, j ust thirty ;years ago ! 

I rubbed f1J;f ey es, too surprised to speak, ea it grew 
s mall er in th e dista nce end at l as t vanished round a bend 
in the lane . 

But th.at is not the :oos ·t 6".irpzi si ng per t of my s toey . 
int e r, e~ ?Je w::,:re e ll wnllir.g t oget.her, 11Tom11 drew me aside 
.1~·,d 0<111f'i.i'qJ :;o :i;e e :-..:ei:n':t..'.>..k11.~: ~ 1~.:.111-en:!.r.g i n 'lli'.i c!l. he llad · 
f iguxed. Hg a.'!.so,, i.~ appeared, wss wal k:!.:-.J a lc.i e en 1 he ! 
.1lav had ~?::;~ a i:.ora e end car 6"1"t.lll i n ::.i mil or circUlIL:J'&anCe'a .. 

But , ,._... 1.1!.a case, h!.a att zn'tion had first been attr ac te \ 
by th e aun :reflec t ed i n one li tt .le pane of glass end he bed ,i 
then obs er ,·ed t hat six other cileery-l ooldng youths accompani ' 
th e van. A1J t hey dro w near he wee as surpri sed as I had be n 
by t he fat squ eak to hea r the youth with the eye-glas s drawl -
"Bettah l et me l ea d the horse. Blak e dash boy; it ,requir e 
a f e ll aw of tact end judg ement\" 

"And would ;you bolieve," he ask ed me wondoringl;y, "t ha t 
when I l ooked close ly et that carava n 1 t wee the very same 
one that had left Ry-lcombo over tbirt;y ;years ago?" 

Well, th at is our st ory and we l eave you to put your 
.own int erp retation on it. 

You may r emind ua, with a knowing smile, that we did 
have a subs te nti el lllilCh dawn th ere b;y the river end we did 
f eel d1'0WII)" after it. .'lie prefer t o b eliave that, for the 
occa sion at l ee at, we had a kind of II socond sight"; end if 
;you haven't go t th at - well what ero ;you doing i n th o Frank 
Rich erds Country e:eywey? 

I l eav e ;you es I coan enced, with a littl e quotation -
for I find that e sna tch of conversation I heerd as th e 
car avan pas sed m~ hes been recorded by a woll known pen -
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11Som& day," Bob~ ~marked, "We'll hav e e real tri 
and go right round the giddy glob e in thi s old bus. What?• · 

"Some deyl" said Harry Wharton leughing . 
"Th e eome-da;yi'ulness," remarked Furr ee Singh, "will be 

terrifict'' 

Well, what sey- if we all meet and join up with "the old 
bus" - aomede;y I 

THE PICK OF THE SERIES. No. 9. 
The Cricket Series 

It has been suggested occasionally that our favourit e 
author was not st his b est when wr iting of sporting events. 
Thie suggestion mB/f be true, but I think that none can den;y i 
that in hie descriptions of Crick et matches Mr. Richerds ( 
compl et e ly cBptured the atmosphere of th e summer game. When , 
wri U .r,g of Cricket Ser ie s, the first t o come to one's mind 1 

is ,,nd oulrt edly the Lank es ter Story , which has a lr eady b een 
co ns ide x·ed in -the Pi ck of the Se1·ies . Never was the Et> iri t ' 
of Cricket !llDre deli ghtfully personifie1i then in Lank eo·ter, 
the Wiz e:ro. The De Coste Series, whi ch had epp ee;red a I 
l ittle earlier , also cunningly caught the tp irlt of the game / 
De costs , the Euras ian with th e tortuous character, at last ! 
was abl e to carry th e ,p iri t of the game into hie daily life · 
A grand aeries . Cricket played a large part in the Vernon 
Smith-B ertie Vernon Series, end, though in some we;ys these 
stories were not so happy as those menti~ned above , t hey 
nevert he less captured the atmosphere of white flannels, 
smooth pitches, end th e click of bat mee ting bell. 

I think that :, to write such sup erb pictures of Cricket , 
l,lr. Richards 111U11t have e genuine lo,re for the game . As we 
reed hie gems of pen-painting, we can clearly see th e eettin 
sun lengthening the shad.owe of th e trees, es Harry Wharton, 
g0ing in lest es the result of hie feud with his r elative 
Stacey, starts hitting ell !<nmd the wicket. The Stacey 
Series, one of the Magnet's finest, would elweys be memorebl~ 
for its Cricket episodes, if for nothing else . As wee once 
said b)' saneon e else who loved Cricket - "There's s breath
less hush in the Close to-night •• " 

Strangely enouet, , I cannot r eca ll one series of either 
St. Jim's or Rookwood where th e willow played e very larg e 
part. 
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OID B<ITS' BOOK CLUB 

London Section. Allj!Wlt 19th 

The Modern School, Surbiton. Attendence 21 

Unsurpeaeed ee ie customary Host Eric F"1?le orgeniaed s 
ver, succee~ meeting end whet e happy end enjoyable one i 
turned ou.t to be . The grand feed in th e Reg "88 en ilmenae 
deli&ht to the young end old boye and includillg the members 
of the fair sex present. Formal proceedings were soon deal 
1li th end ChBinlan Len wea happy to •elcaoe two new membare, 
J .l!cGeedie end L.Slmn. The latter 1e Wheeler Dryden•e 
repres entative in Englsnd,and it wes ,mderetood that Mr.Dryden 
had every int ention of being pr esent st th e meeting, but wee 
IID8ble to do so owing to pressure of other engagements. A 
new design of club stationery for offic i el use wae approved. 
Then came competition time end host Eric had designed a very 
fine Cr,ptogrem. Thie wss gr ea tly enjoyed and wae won by 
John Geel who wee presented with red "Magnet" No.223 es hie 
prize. AB usuel, the popular Packmane filled the second 
third plscee, their prizes being cigerett es end "Gem" !lo. 73. 
Hl.8holiffe Qub wae won by Len P8Ckman end Bob Whiter, with 
Ian Wh1 tmore third. A teem quiz wes hald and th e msjori ty 
of the questions held no ~error for the participants. Then 
the Co. adjourned to the school' a cinsma and here host Eric 
geve e ver, fine end enjoyable film show, judging by the 
epplsuae end laughter. But ell good things come to en end 
end so beet thenke to Host Eric end Msdem for e wonderful 
time. Excelsior. 

Nerl maeting st 13 Raphael Road, Hove 3. September 16th. 
Our editor end Tic e-president hopes to be present. 

BENJ Al!IN G. WHlTIB. 

om :BOYS. BOOK CLUB 
llorthern Section 

Qbit e • number of members being on holiday, the ettendance 
on J,.uguet 10th wee coneiderebly reduced, being 13 in ell. i 
Bill Willismeon, acting chBirmen, said that 11'88 the number a 
our first meeting, eo we were bscll: where we had started. 
Nevertbeleee, we were not discoureged - or eupersti tioua. 

Then oBJDe news of one who wee not on holidey but in 
hospit al, our chsirmM, of course . I had seen him just bef 

' •J 



~-- ----- ----- -2 57- -- - - ·- - -·-- ---- .; 
t he =et i ng and WEe " bl e to report t hat Reg, h oped to be goin 
- in the nert f- days. He wou1d h..,,., to t eke thi ngs ess 
for some t1- . Hie hoped, ~er, to b e st the next mee ting 
U he is, needleee to s,ry, be will. be rec eived with open arms 
'l.'he meetings have never b een quite the same ri th our Reg. 
,,beent. . 

.lt[nutea were read, ft.lld treaaurer acr:, Alli s on announced 
that caah in band was £4 .4 .7 . , added to wldch -a the Librt\r7 
stock now esti.Jlftted st about .£'5. A. hei,l.tbT position indeed 
~ from libr a:ey in July -s £2.~.o. 

Nest for hal.f an hour we concenvs'1.ed on an El1.minvt1ng 
~ui:1, e reel],y in~ng ide e , ldDClly peaa ed on by our Londo 
oomredes, end pre pared for us by vereetile Ge:rr,r . For the 
benefit of o t hers, this is ho w :t.t works. A f6Per is chosen 
for t h e k.,,,rord {in our case it wes "11.ainboW" ). From each 
of th e seven lett ers you h ave to tbi.nk of a s chool ; mas t er; 
sch~ler; old boys' pap er or c cmic ch.erecter; pl, ace name; end 
author. One point i s ewszded fo r ""ch effo rt; t hus you can 
get 49 points in a ll. But then eomea the eliminstion. A 
.n:amber starts to re ad out his efforts. If fo r ''R" - Sch ool 
he has giv en S"'7' ''Ravenac s r" ( es I df.d), end someone else hs e 
gi ven it {Gerry did ) y c,11 l.ose that point, so do es eve ryone 
els e who hBa given it. When ell ban, che cked th e one with 
most "sole" efforts wins . The idee is, of c011rBe, to k eep 
off th e obvious. It's not mw:h uae thinking of "Wynn" or 
"Wingat e" for "W" - Scholar, for inst .. nc e . Where we were 
concerned the v e t erans h ad th e ad vent ege and I managed to com 
out top by b eating Henry Stabl es qy a short hee d. Pr epare 
another on o , Gerry-

Th e ner1; mee ting will b e on Sept ember 0th. We ar e l ooki ?, 
forward to vi s it s from Tom Hopp erton end Don Webst er 
{Lh·erpool). It is proposed to link th e meeting up with o 
yisit to the Exhibition st the Brad£ord Pu b lic Libr a ry, Darl a 
strvet, ear lier in the cls7. It is hoped to put on a reel 
good shaw. 

HEJtBERl' LFI:KEIIBY' 
~them Section Co=e!!~ndent, 

Report of Meeting, .llld1Slld S-Uon, OW 130¥5 • 
_BOOI[ CIDB, Ju],y 2,, l.95l., e t Boom 7, Birmingham 
:r.utermrt.1-1. centre. 

About ·twenv were presm:it who thorc,ugll4 enjeyed the 
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short talk given b;y our Treasurer, t he Rev. Jo!r.Pound, on Old 
Bo;ys' Books . It was soon evid ent th at he i s ce rt s inl;y some
tbillg of en 8llthori ty on these Old Pap ers, end I venture to 
se;y th at he is Gre;yfriers looy throu.µi and through . iJ. notable 
feature about the Rev . Pound is his "IIBmil ton" method of 
serving up his toricsl facts and c l ever wit on one plate. Some 
of the int eresting things he r ecalled were: The meen,grasping 
neture of the Billy Bunt er of early y ears as comps.red w1 th 
the fatuousl;y selfish but lik eable f s t porpois e of tode;y. The 
cxc ep tionell;y he..."<i s piteful nature of th e Bound er in th e 

_.Magnets of ear1., ;rue.rs , almost compl otel;y - l ooking the man,y 
].ioints nf s t erl!.;g quelit;y th at Fr ank Ri cha rd s in l a tt er ti me 
infus ed :lnto his writings of this now re ell;y adndr able Remov
i t e . :.rt er Mr, Pound's t a lk, Mr. Parsons came forward to 
point out th a t the firat Club Circul ar which had be en compil <> 
b;y our Chairmen, thou,ih of an excellent content, had nev ert he 
less en interesting error. All no one el se s eemed to spot it 
Mr. Faraone expl ained th et Bob Cherry• s f amous gr eeting ia 
l@llo J!!llo, not Hello Hello. Black mark, Mr. Corbett! 
An excellent quiz wee sent in b;y Mr, V. Smith, and Mr .Gregor;y 
scored ~ out of a possibl e 10, and des erved t he prize of tlm e 
"Gems" . Mrs. Brown sav ed the def for the ladi es of the Club 
by finisbillg a good second with 7f. and so e nice clean cop;y 
pf The Magnet for this ard ent support er. The Tr easurer• s 
statement disclo sed that our finances ere s ound , but , we• r e 
not cashing en;y pos t al-ord ers , however pos itively ;you me;y be 
exp ecting t hem. Ole of our k eenest members, Mr. Fletcher, 
l eeTes us now to train for the toochi.ng profession . Good luck, 
Chum, and we will note ;your desire to be kept inf ormed of our 
activities. You will bear regul arly from us . 

Meeting closed s t 9- 30 p .m. 
P. L. MEIJ.OR, 

Secretary. 

THE NELSON LEE COLUMN 
All collllllllllicstio118 to Robert Bl;ythe, 

1~ Car leton Road, Hollawsy, London, N. 7. 
Collecting Nelson Lee's end Megneta hes been a hoblo;y 

which has given me much pleasure for e good man,y years, end 
since th e advent of th e Story Pap er Coll ector end th e C .D . 
that p l easure bas been increased tenfold. 

I t hes been of ~ et inter est to me to re ad t he vi.,.,,oin1 
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of f el low hobbyists conce rni ng oth er, and p er ha ps l es s er lcno,,n 
p ep ers. Sometimes, bec ause of what he s b een written, rb ave 
be en persusd e d to reed th ese pap ers for IIIT&elf, end doubtl es s 
that h es been your e,cperience, which, of cours e , is just es 
it sh ould be• To prOIIIOte a fri endly int erest in ell bo)"e' 
papers ie th e whol e obj ect of the S.P.C. end th e rJ:n: It i.e 
one of th e fundamental principles upon which th e London club 
hes b een built, It is th e policy of th e Leeds club, end, 
I hop e , that of Birm1ngham too. 

It wa s wi t h a greet shock and mounting indignat1-n., . 
th erefor e , that I reed en articl e by Roger J enldna ;in the 
JulY S.P, C. whi ch I consider t o be the most scurril.ous etteek 
upon Edwy Searl e s Brooks and th e Ne lson Lee ( or ezv: other 
author and boys• p aper for thet matt er ) that I have eve,:, h.sd 
t he misfortun e to reed. 

Mos t of you, I t~,rec eivo t he S .P .C. s o you will kncw 
wl1y I'm g e tting ell hot under the collar. Tho se of' yo u -.ho 
don't, end ruaven•t a clu e ea to what I'm t alld.ng about, will 
h ave to forgive me , but I feel so strongly about it that I' m 
go ing to devot e e ll our sp a ce this month ~o answering the 
author's st atements. 

Incitlentelly, Bill Gsnd e:i: h as given me p ermi s sion to 
writ e h ere instead of th e S .P .C. as h e agre es with me. tha -t an 
answer and refut a tion sh oul d epp e s:i: a s soon es possi b le. 

It would be easy for me to sit beck and ssy, ''Wh;v s houl 
Nels on Lee supporters both er t he ir he eds ab out s uch s ridicu 
lo us tir s t e? We know th et th e S t.F r anks stories are SlllOnget 

the fin est eve r written for boy s , and they e:i:e wortey of our 
support. In eny c ese, no-one will t !lke sey notice, end th e 
Nelson Lee will r emain ju s t as popular, deapi t e whet Rog~s, 
says . " 

Unfortunately, in this impe rf ec t world, it d oesn't worlt 
out lik e th at, One could writ e till >ne • a blu e in the .f......, 
commending a c ert ain subj ec t, end unl ess the re eder is el~ 
in agr eement , mak e little headway . But l et an articl e , lik e 
t h e one I'm t s lld.ng abou t , b e writt en, end th e i dea is im
pl anted in th e m1nd of the r ee der (es peci ally i f th e r e sd9F 
hsa nev er re ed a St .Franks story ) t ha t e ll th e wtories t l:\a,t 
appe ared in th e Nel s on Lee wer e pur e trip e and not even w 

looking st. Furthermor e, seyon e who RE&D them, and with 
en j oylll9D.tt, wer e pur~ i6nor emuses inc ap abl e of re ol ising t het 
they were WBBting t he i:i: time. 



.---------- - -260- -----------, 
It may surpris e Roger t o l earn, if h e car es t o go thro 

the "Who• s Who", th at th er e er e over 60 coll ectors of t he 
Nelson Lee. Are we th en ell to b e clBSsed 6S simpl e
minded beceua e we lik e reedi!l<f t he St .Fr anks st ories? Of 
course, the whcl e id ea ie ebeurd . 

During th e past faw years, th ere have b een sev er a l 
at t acks on th e l!elson Lee. I wonder~? One chap Who 
had some scathing ramerks to make, aft erwards told me that 
he had never even r ead a St.Fr anks s to 17I Well, I ask youl 
If_Rog er has evor r eed any , it was only to find fault, for, 
bec euaE!__ of what he seys, I can hardly imf'.gine that he bad 
re ed eey with th e purpose of enjoying t hem, · 

· And now, beceus e he hes made such sweeping statem ents, 
I f eel that the only prop er way to deal with hi s arti cl e is 
tl> answer it sec tion by sec ti on, giving chapt er end verse , 
~ - it wer e. 

In the Vflr'Y first peregrsph we find Roger getting him
e·elf into a happy f r ame of mind by proving , to himself et 
l east, th at es th e Hamilton stories 1n the Schoolboy s• Own 
Libr a17 h eld th e field prEICtic ell y undisputed until 19}6, 
t heref ore t hey were th e most popular, Well , so whet? I 
don't know about t hen, but th e Greyfrisrs st ories.to -d ay • 

:more popular than t hos e of St .Fr anks end only e foo l would 
·'disput e it , But wey bother t o mention it? Afte r ell, it' 

11Upposed to be en article about the demeri ts of th o Nelson 
· Lee , not about the marl ts of th e !{"'gnat, etc . The Whol e 
i dea , of course , was simply to enl i st t he sympathies of 
Hamil ton f ans from th e ve17 st art by s eying 1n effec t -
we all think that the Hamilton s tories were more popul ar, 
th ere fore t h at prov es what I ' m about to say. 

In aey ceee, does he not know thet most of the A.P , 
pap ers were dirlded i nto " ceq, s"? The Magnet , Gem, Boy e' 
Fri end Weekq c.tc. wer e one , th o Nelson Lee , Boys• Real m, 
Nugget etc. were anot her, and so on. ilso we have \ een to 
that th ere was pl enty of rivel:ey betw~en t he various edi to 
in those days. The S.O .L. , until th a demis e of t he N.L. 
WBs definitely within the orbit of ,he l,lagnet group, so it 
is not surprising th at the majority of th e stori es were by 
-Hamilton, \'/hen the N.L. wne merged wit h th e Gem, then it 
too ceme w1 thin th e Magnet group, end so found e pl ace 1n 
th e S,O ,L . end tM~, I may edd, only b ccsuae of the demand. 
Cen yo1l iJJ>egine th e A.P. spending money 1n prin t ing books 
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for which t h <1y f'elt th <,r e wes no mork et ? The n eg Pi n, h as h 
forgotten th e Monste r Libr ary, {which ws s in th e Nelson Lee 
group) the biggest and most ambi tious scheme in the whol e 
reebl of' i.o:,s• periodicals? Would th e A.P. have published 
tbaa if' the st.Frsnl<s storl es were not popular? 

However, I'• diereesing, so let•s look et the next pars 
qeph. Here he S'l)'B (concerning the 45 St.Franks :yarns pu 
liahed after 1936), "Th e:y were a sorrr lot ••• with one or 

·two exc ep tions all detective stories and a greet de s l of the 
action took place in 1maginar:y fore:f8n countrles-" 

We'll '4!D<>re the crsck sbolit "sorr,y lot" end deal with 
the letter stat911181lt. I have gone to the trouble of cheo 
all those 45 S.O.L 1 e end h ere •e th e result. Bearing in mind 
that the Nelson Lee series were split up into 2 or 3 S.0.L's 
- f'ind that there ware no purel:y detective stories end thst 
ther e were only three with the ac tion teking pl ace in fi c ti
tious forei8n countries ( there were onl:y five in the whol e 
19 y eere of th e N.L's existencet). For tiie""rest we h aves 
echool stories with ·s detective element, two barrings-out, 
five eohool stories pure end simple, and three quite normal 
BdYentures. 

It's quite obvious from this that Roger bee never re,.d 
8111' of tb<lae, otherwise he wauldn't hsve mede such resh st a t 
ments which can be eesil:y disproved. He concludes this pere 
greph with the words, "Neither the support ers nor the oppon
ents of St.Fr anks set much store by them Pnd so we need con -
sid er them no further." I f'e e l s omehow th et that sentence 
c alls for some pitey comment, but t o t e ll the truth I'm etil 
so stunned by hie cool assumption of' arbiter of our likes s 
diel.i.11:.ee that I 1m speechl ess - or almost! 

;.t this point I find th at I'm over-running icy- spac e, so 
regretfull:y I sh a ll have to l eeve s lot unsaid that should b 
ssid, and confine icy-self to the msin points. 

~ page 230 he says, "It ha8 often been asserted thst 
Edlly Soorles Brooke cre s t ed onl:y one reel chBrScter, end t hs 
- Hendforth minor." Shades of Edwllrd Oswald HBndfo rth, 
J.rchie Glentborne, Will.ism Napoleon Brown, Reggi e Pitt , 
Timoti1y 'lllcker, Lord Dorri cmore end Umlos, to nam e only " 
f-1 'lihet e ridiculous st a tement to msk e , end how clearly 

" it showa Roger•s lack of knowledge of th e St.FrEnks stori es ! 
I sn • t it s pity th et Mr. Brooks didn't r ee lie e this e t the 
time? Look how IIUCh troubl e end en ergy h e could h ave s aved 
ht ;ise lf end how dull t he stori es ~:ould have been. It wes hi 
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gift of ch aracterisation, in feet, th at made eo me.ey of t he 
et oriea outs tending, but Roge r woul d not heve you know th a t, 

;,s e lllf\tter of f eet, I asked him et the l a st meating, who 
were th e p eopl a repr es ented by the words, "it has of t en bee n 
eaaerted" • He said that he couldn • t remember off-hand but 
tbdr& were several. Upon being pres sed , he mentioned the 
name of on e person pr eeeht , said pe rson immediately denied 
ha ving said anything of t he s ort. Roge r al so mentioned 
ano t he r chap who had said so in a le tter. I later spoke to 
him on the 'phon e and rec e ive d another deni a l. Both of them, 
I ~ edd, would not hav<> has i te.ted to agree, bed they ectuelly 
said eo . I cen only as sume from this th at Roger had mia
und ere tood t he ir r el?lt.rka. 

His articl e is li b ar e lly .sprinkled wi th such phrPaes a s : 
"neve r better th sn ev erege ", "writing is Mi ve ", "plot spas
modic ", 11to rtuo tis" , "defects in char octe ri set ion --p Elinfully 
obvious", "WU3eeting ly reminiscent of ' Eri c - or Lit tl e by 
L1t"tle ' 11 , "boreft of ld scs ( ! '. l l), 11di Pl(?gue .-;r;s u."U·ee111

, 

"hopele ss l.Y bW'lgled" ( r ef orrl..ag to cert ain sc enes) , "ref'ctions 
w:nBti:r•l end compl etely f alse", "high ly e rtl f i ciel ", etc , etc ' 
('iiha t e jui cy co ll ection of adje ct ives ! ) every one of which 
demands en ertic l e i n itself. 

I wor..<i~r i.f I were to say t llr, , "13' oplnic,a of Mr . ll:cook.s • 
wri tinge m:: the 0%f' Ct opi)osi"te in every cl'!s e to t htrt of Roger"3 
I ·.i.iould b::1 t: ; ~v..Jod of es miJ.ch b~.e s in ffllvour of +.he !ielson Lee 
es he shrma 11~a:;:ri~t? Pr ol,ebly! Jt.tt 1.n. e1 1 ffltrnf!ca, I i:,ey, 1 
reed the:., yr,·u·ac-1!., i~r~u i f y :-Ju :.::eeid the m \-:-..1.th en opon mind I I 
f ~el certei!! tbo t you will ag r ee more with "IY views t ha n wHhl 
Roger ' •· .\ wo,'1 of wanrl.ng, though. Do not, for a sta rt, i 
r eed Pn/f lei; er th ~n 192?. Not , let me has ten to ad~, becaWJe J 
t hey ar e not worth r eech.ng , but l::ecRu se f:rom the t t1.me onwEri·ds, 
in Jl!r. Brooka' awn words, he " f e lt he """ floggi ng • d eed horse" 
end the stori es were not of th e excellent atendord t hat had I 
prevailed until this time . For t he r eason , end to answer the 
firull pe regre ph in Roge r • a screed, I can only r efer you bec k 
to C.D, No. 35, peges 313-3 14 , wher e I have gone into th e 
metter in some detail. 

Finally, l e t me say this, Thi a arti cl e hea no t been 
ll'ritten aa an a tt ack on Roger himself ( e s a matter of f eet we 
get on quit e well to11tet her, end have had meey fri endly argu 
ments) • 

Letter Box he l d ovar until nex t month dl1a t o 
].aok o:! Sll9.0S . H. L. 
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fr.;;:-; ol!-:~ 
I hnv e been ;,orticul arq plecsod to vel como n very 

keo n Sexton Blnko ont h usin,rt; to tho ho ad<;unrtors of Bl:,kiru ,a ; 

s; .nco my l a at chat. Yes , our good fri end llill Colcombo • 

ct'.IDO el.ong fl·an Soutl>ond and r.e had n most enjoy a blo nook 

to go thor . Needlo3 s to oo:,, we ,,ont thr ouet> !)ilos and :, ilos 

of ol d U. J's r. nd S. B. L ' o a nd as u:-runl. sh on nny of us ltve 

the urge to ox:, l or e th o pa ges of tho pa,rl; , a,e discovere d 

somo sur ::,rising :i.nd GC>me r:unusing things ul l of d1ich r:i ll 

ov oiJtu..-uly be explained in th oso pn(les . '.;ill hopos to 

<ll"itc a history of tho ?.nd so r ios S.B . L . ono of thoso fi no 

d ays and hb v b it h are h olpod him tou, r dc th is goal , fo r 

ho spo nt hot >rs r.nd h our s go ·. ng thr ou{11 r.,y colloction n nd 

rn?.llQ(..'Cd t o di nc ovor thinzs -r.hich our priso d us both. 3ut 

i t IS good to bo ::,blc to moot ot hor 3le.J,a e:rt h usinst3 as 

I h t'.v c sai d bofo ro n nd this t:imo I c r.~god to record one 

or t• .o of our l i t t l o cha ts o n my oni;notic t n!)C recorder 

un d tho rosult ··ri ll bo n po nn nn ent p l oacuro for mo . llo foro 

,rtrrtinc on this ch at I playod ono of t lt<JD thro u gil "1ld it 

soanod no t h ouftt "Jill woro ,rt;il l in tho ro orn. Ono of tho 

mein th in&s discus sod <h il o Bill a.u a he ro ,-as tho pos si blo 

f on, -.ti on of n bi - r.n ·•u,il Conventi on s t •nic h Dl - .ke funs 

co uld di scuc s vnriou s aspects of tho hobbY en d or Bl n l:e in 

genornl . Our good f'riond Enr ry ll omor or llo ~.t i1fiold, ili ll 

nnd I thinl: th a t i t 1ould bo a very good i dea . \l o feel 

t;1 :-.t Sexto n ill eJ<0 io be i ng noglcc t od . \ /ith all duo r espco 

t o t ho O.B . 9 . C ,10 f ool th "t a lot r.ior e ti.no coul d bo s;,orrt 

di ocu c :::dne tho Ll~Y and vn.riod c~ .r c ctora , o.ntho r 3 and yc:u-rn 

-h i ch h c.vo bee n , as I :,aid , sollot.hut nogl octod . It •o ul d 

not bo f ni r to th o Hanilton or tl . L . L . gx-oups to inoist on 

a r egul a r Bl ak o sosoio n nnd al thougb T/9 ha vo no int o:iti on 

thet !:lleko f ano should br onk "'-''-Y rron tho O. B. B. C. no feel 

t ~1at n so~ r oto "r;at t o gcthortt or m.:\l::ian a on c e o r t , doo n 

ye a r t:'Ot'1d :,rove to be bot h intoro!rl;ing n nd infont1:1tivo . 

Of cou r so i t ,·.o ul d bo imp oosi blo for ALL Bl.n ko fan s to bG 

nblc to c.tt ond wc h n Convention as \"to h...'lve in rr.in d , but if 

thoro is onl y n nuclous pr ose rrt uo can still rii..,.Jto tho n.fi"ui · 

:;or.iothinc 1hich Fill bo of benefi t to ovoryono into r o ato d • 

in t !10 ch r ncto r . I!oro o.ro tho Ll.."".in det .:::i la 0::1 f"nr n s ,:o 
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1 . - .• • 0 ~ ":1 u'bl c + -:o::1:>ilo it ~.-t :,r c so :,t • . 

]. " 'i'o 00 y:--.ll& d ?he jo ~t on Jb l:o C~mfv c::1~l:.9~i i n tho spr i .1g 
2 : To meot o.t lc o.::rt t t.'J.c c c. yo:..,.r , l. !>O..,..,l. c 

"'nd o.utUl?l?'. o f o:.ch y en r . 
3. Vonue to ve.ry and to bo ar: aneod by ;nutual :,greaa ent • . 

4 • Tho objects o f t he Convont ion ~ro t~ furt her _t he r oo o:.irCJ 
in to Dlak o mntto r and inc r oo :;o tho int ore st i n Jlr .l~o 
among c. D. ro o.dor s . Tc discus::; o.nd ulloca t e fi ol ds o f 
stud y to tho ::10L1bors of tho Convontio n, t ho res ult s to b 
,;t udi od at n futuro mootin g and publi<hed i n t ho G. D. if 
dosi r od ; 

5. Th o Convent i on to remain , 1.thin tho f r uc orrork o f th o Old 
Boys JJcok Club. 

Ho.rrf Homer, Bill ColcoI!lbc c.nd l!ly::mlf arc very kcm 
on t ho pro poso.ls but ·,c ·--:int to k'10· 1 •·het YOU think end it 
YOU nr o Y.ri.lli n g or o.blo to t ::-.ko pa rt . Your vi orrs nnd f our 
su ggesti ons ,r.i.11 be most ,·1vlcoco J :JO :'>l c:iso ,.rite and let 
r.1o knorr no 90 0 n o.s you can . 

T h o.vo befo r e cic a. lo t ter frcr J i :r. A. H. Syk e s of 
378 , Liverp ool Road , South po rt , L.-,ncs . Ho sa ys :-

11In tho intor c uts of acclll"'c.cy :md ac i-. l oyal i!orth cn ( 
I ml!st protost e.gninst a st a.t cocnt by l'lal t or ·,o bb i n his 
nr ticlo , "Sexton Blcl:o in tho Ed; o.r diG.n ~ro. 11 c:.p:>c c.rin~ in 
t..!-ic current issuo of t he c. u. '.:.'his is to t he effe ct t h~t 
t."lo ru:r?o "Loi:.o.x11 zur,e ::ists th o.t its ,,,r .ncr h t~d f oxicM bl ... 0d 
in hi s voi ris .. "Looruc" i[; a. L:>.nc~3hiro n xi o of l oc a l or i :;i. 
dor i v od f'rO'"..l a s:io.11 spot c:ucd Loc:,.x i~ t he p~rioh of 
!}ury . ~o n surn..-u:ics cooo t o b o used :1 :t..'1tivo of t his pl:i c 
vh o oo Chr is ti::n nruJo Yl!ls so.y iJicho l a e 1 ~.oul d bo ctl l od 
l!icho l u s of Looruc nnd this bccamo l uil, r Uich olua Loau x . \n 
o.lt c·rn ntivo f orm o f tho n.~10 is Loca a. Thos e sur nauo e :i :. .. , 

quit o cor.:ir.ion in Lan c a.ohi r o , b ilt ar e n ou to b o found in o.a:1y 
pert s of t ho co untry. Th o m,ll - knor,n c:t~:ic t or acto r of 
ate.go and sc r e en i:r . Hor bert Loti."'\s , hni l s tr ou Lc nct".chi r o. 

An<l froa Dcro k 7ore o f 42 , ' lost :Ond St , lb c cl cs f io l d 
XllB CJ,oshi r o , -

'~loti ng y our pa r on ··Lr.dy i :oll y " I t h ought y ou aigh t 
liko to r ce1d e1bo ut t ho lnd y in quosti on so I ru:, sondin g yo•i 
tho b ook ! you c,·.n le t ao h e.vo it br:ck et y our l ois ur o . Li"co 
Ur . D<'-nnn I ha vo gro ntl y np3)r oci nt cd i ir . :7obJ ' 8 rovo nl ing 
o.~ticlos on t ho s. s. ~.utho r a - ho t1uut hnv o c. ar>lonclid 



co l le ct ion t o r o f or t o r.!ld I no !3uro h o au st bo "i nsido 11 at 
t ho A. P. - per ha:;> s y ou o r h e ·:rill l ot uo l::nou no r o c bou t 
Hll:i? I ~.-.ondo r if' y ou oc:.u in "An s ,1Cr s " th o ot he r t";ock, th o 
o;,o ni ng lin es to Lo.\"tr onc o ::.:oy no l l ' a shor t sto ry "!30 :1of'it 
of t ho Dou bt" - t ho y uo ro : - " C~1ll uo J oh n Druar .JOnd , which 
i s fcl. s o • •• ••• • • • " • \'J'lt.t a coi ncid on co : 

Thi3 oo n th our sto.r , ·.ri t or !7t,l. t or :?o bb hn a n bric k bu t 
and a bo uquet. I -:..oul d •:;clco u o hi s ro p ly i n ans, ·!or to t h e 
b r i ck bnt but ·:.oul d bo cxt r oo ol y pl oc.s od ii' h e riould lot u s 
ha v o .an m-t iclo abo ut hin oolr c.nd h i s col loc t io n . Ho\1 
a bot:t i t \7nl t c r? 

I havon 't r ocoivoc:l a.ny c.rt i c l os or f oaturos fo r tho I 
1951 An;,uu l y ot , Cotlo clong '31:iko c:1tht? s i c,sts, pl onc c help / 
r:o out . And don ' t fo r gct I '-""ttnt odorial fo r t he C. D., 
too . The r, -:n it ion i'J ::;ctti:1g very :.;ori ous :2s u r.ia.ttut' o.f 
f:!ct . I h~v o bo .:in :pr ocisod n fo " a rt i cl es fo r a ,z:i -.:y l ong I 
~ h J.lc 1.>:.rt th e y h .'.lv o no t cor.io a long end I do ne ed t hco in I 
or d er t o ir.troduc o a l itt l o vn ril ot y into t ho pages oi' o ur I 
:.,action . 

All co i~l~osµo n donco to: 
c~"'r cli f'.!', Sout h rk.los . 

Chon r io f'o r now . 

H. lic.uric o llond . 

H. ii . 3ond , 10 1::r,; ·; Hon, Rhi ubina. , 

Eot o : I o :ffcr r.iy s in ccro apologies to :tl..1 thoso £r i onds 
, ~10 11.r:vu ·.,r i ttm to no <luring th o l o. st no nth and to ,ihon I 
h.nvo not yet r oplio d . I havo be en oo ov cr rb el no:l Hith ,.-ork 
thnt I hc.vc not bo on nbl.o to go t dov n t o all a y co rr o~o ndc 
:mt ·.ril l bo :ri t ing t hoI:J i n du o co ur se . 

\7AUI'ED! ! I l ,rl; v.nd 2nd se ri es S , B.L , Pl ouso ,rl;crt o nua bo r 
::wai l ub lo t ogotho r vi th pri c e n n d gon or n l c ond it i on . 

To t he c tldr oss nbovo . 

-., .-.-.-.-.-.-.- .--.- .- .-.-.-.-.-.-. -.-.-. -. -.-. -. -.-.-.-
HAS AHYOllt: i·i..\l!;,G!:D TO Gm' A COPY OF TJr..; ~'ON 
BL,\l:r.,; G!Lu:OPHOllI; ii;,:cmn I.3&1:C:D p ro; '.i!.R??? 
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by ·.ral-t or "lobb. 
----------------------------
Q!,npt .er Thro 9. , 

sl.x yonrs later H=ilt cn Ed •.nros •.,ns to republi sh 
FllX'-"Oll ' s f i r ,rl; muko st ory in t ho ":lay ' s Herald " , but 
~-,±th a diffor onoe both in t i tl e ond ;,rin ei plo ch:u:nctcrs . 
sexton Blake nnd Tinker bocooo llichnol llonn,o n.'ld n ip , 
and tho tit l e r:as nl:torod t o "l.!ic.'lccl l!ec.mo , Dotocyi v e" 
or 'Th o Hias ing Hoir l ooo ". This ran a.s a ser i al coveri ng 
u peri od of 6 ,,ocks , c.nd us soon ns i t ondo d llen ilton 
~ ct: ~ds f'ollot.'Cd i t up Ytith ''t-Ll.c.,. cc l ll enn:ic • a Doublo ". 
r.rhis o.lso rtas a ro , roduct i on of ono of iilako ' s oo.rlio r 
advwturos dth c. cha ~ o of ti tl e and pr in ci :,nl eharc.ctors , 
bo i n g, in fe.ct , Herb ert U.0 .xr,~11 • s second ctory of th O Bakor 
st.r oot doto c:tiv o, publ ish ed in t ho U.J , (;lo . 71 ) under th o 

t i t l o of 'Tho CJ.uo of '.l'hrco"~ It uoul d soa, that Ed,-.:,rd s 
ho l d ummo ll in h ieP- est o<D ns n dotc ct i v o ::rtory rlrl t or, 
f or he publ is1od t hr oe ot h er sto r ios ct l ee.at in :x,ricl 
fOI'D by hin . Thooo did not run in th o 1'.for:::l.<!11 but in 
''!'ho Boy1 s Friend" en<l l':"OTO ont i t l cd as fo l lous: -
(a) "S()xton Illlako in tho Rc.il\-ny" (b) "i'ho Schoohl~ st or 
:>ot octi vo" ~.nd (c) 0 Sexton Bl.n.ko in .AP.cri ca.11

• 

'.b . i.iurr ny Gr:lydon u: ·.s tho third author to be intro
duced by the no•:; editor to the no.-, 31:i.kc ::torico , t hou Gh 
und or tho p ccudonyn of ,\mo l d De.v is. It r.<ls oxpl uinod to 
no £r an F).oct ,!;'\y Houso couc t illo ngo thc .t i t Yl:lS no w1co ~o 

thin g in th oso onr l y dcys fo r oo i:o thc.n ono auth or to 
\:Ti t 'o under t ho SD.tlo psoudonyo , or rn-thor under th e a:u:.ic 
pen na:io ; hcn c o t ho r oa:x>n \°:ilY Arnold D~ s \ .cs Juo c a. 
po:,.rso n ono ,10ok encl covo r:in (l th o idan t i t y of i,ur rey 
Qrr.ydon t he noxt . I sub:dt, hottOVor, t ha t it r'ould b o 
u oi-o nccurcto t o scy th nt oor o t h~n ono r:utho r h:,d his ;x,rk 
Jl.Ubl ~ un der tle s=o non- do- pl tDo , rlhot hor ho l iked 
it or notl Ho ,:uvoi-, th o poli cy of giving nny sort of 
uutho r s' MDO to t ho BJ.nko * ori os '"" " soon dis c:1rd od and 
o. systw o f nnonynity ndoptod ~ Thoro ,ron ono or ts.o 
iso l ctcd instr-.nco, .._-hon a ff'.Vourito •:.rito r ' e naco ,·10.s di&-' 
el os od, ns , f'or i mt o.nco , ,mon Pc ul. S:orring ·.,ns ucntio nod 
n• tho nutho r of 'Th o Fi!il or.io.n Dotccyi vo" ( !lo . 141 ) but 
follct .,j,ng t his ; o.nd for the next t ,;"Onty fiv e yc:-..rs, tho 
""oli of st r i ct :--non i '.'as f ni t h"' 
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tl~c ufo r OI'.'.'lontion o? otory u :, ~ ono o:£ <loop son 
<livi n g , Lmd Ldi tor !k',ck [;\ Vo hi o r o..~.ctor t. th o int c rocrtins: 
inf'orncti:m thr, t tho _:,uthor hiJ:1 solf' h e.cl dono coco dee,:, sen 
di ving hi ":?sol f' in hi ~ younger dcys . .. 

Th o n ov· E di tor , dctorr~incd to pro t. s on ,·.i th t h O n ow 
30ri o ~ .::.r.l.! n~c ill.M o a pcr no.nent f' o~ tur o of his p o.;,e r , 
doci .dcd on n p r oc;r~o o:f rrt o ri o~ ;1hc1•c..,by r c ··.dor:; o~ ol.l ago 
c.nC: o ~ all kinds of' litor nry t a ste :;hod.cl bo c c tero d fo r · 
Cr".ch 1.1co k , tho r o stt l -t boin g th ~ .t sor? o o :t the nost pop ulu r 
boys ' " ut ho r s o f tho da y ,tor e c nli s-tod ui tho Blc.k o rank s , 
•;11il!it ot h e rs , lil:o Cocil H('.ttc r 1 ·,j 10 hc,A., hi thorto , ch i c.fly 
contr i but o<l to th e :--.dult riupo rs, ,:~ore also n sl:o.J. f"or U8.t ori~ 

This , tU1<!or th e ol '>~".k of r.:1'Jnyni ty, ·.!O h:1d stories '£ro 
i! 0nry St . Joh n, · ho ooci 1od t o bo :::b l c: t o :,u t hi s h .. 'U'ld to miy 
s o rt o f t :--.lo , ·,:-h-..i;h c r i t be s ch o ol, a:,o rt , <.tlvv:1tu .r o or 
r o.:l:-.nco ; i...:...-..xuoll Scott, a c:rn nd •.Ti t c r, in tho t op i'lid 1t of' 
boy<J l~!to r ~i.urc; Ce c il IL--..yt cr , cl .'.":~:. f1·:· 0n:l: of t ho l c.tt e c. J . 
Cut cliffo I:ync, :1n <.l li l:o th e L ,tto r u r: 1'ch tr a vcllocl ttc,n , an 
:.i r a.ttli?tG g ool~ oto ry t c.l lo r to bo ot ; ;1.l'""thU" s . il C".ro y, one 
o f' -th o b cs-t , ii' n ot THE best o f' r>.11 spo r ta ·.,ritoro , cqu::,ll y 
r-.t h or~c • . .-itl1 f'o .· tb ~.ll, cr i c koto b'"Olf' , ~illi ::.rd s , ::;·;,t: :·:in g, 
otc ; i :..,r!:: .J.,r r nn, :., riuitu c ::p 1blo <.~ot c c ·Civ o- nclvu 1turo o-tory 
·.,ri tcr , .. h o , l iko •.·h'.1. 1~v.rr .ay Gr~<lo n, 1~-..tc r t ondo<l to 
spoci :'..l.itrn on 3l ~k o; Sidno y Dre,1, c r c.'.tor o f Forrc r s Lor d , 
:-..nC. :-. s:, cci~ ·. l irrt in hur.1orous cch oo l y r. :n o; Stanho:-,o Spri g cr, 
.a'lo · :r oto r;v v c:r~tl ,~cry t:;oo,.t sto r ies i.n ~oriel fo r1:: i.'or t ho 
C(1u:i.c 1•n: .. oro; but lc::N; th o crt.C>.ff' ,:~:f't c:r only r-. bric:f . 3t.l.y; 
th :.: oo l~::l~ so v c.r,·l. ot h ora ·.:cr o con: :i fJsi.: :1u<l b J~ ".Jil li~ ..: 3.:~cl: 
t o b o::-;ct t he. no -: f :"..couo ch:,.r c.ct or :--nl:. ...,r ~so nt in :').~ cvc r
~:ic~cninc a v .:-.r 5.v ty 0 £ ::rtylo , :Jubj c.ct, ;-.ad tr oa.t r.1 a1t a :J 
poo s i 1:,l o o. \7C-:::l:::ly h ud,::ot of Soxto n ;-JL:::-..1: o sto ri e s U!l u oro 
Dest .l i!:cl y to U!)!>C:'.l to th e r.10.jority 0£ his r o.:.tlors . i·lo r 
i:.ns Wil li c.c D~·.c k r-.v or oo t o publ ishin g t h ::· · . .ork o:l a • . .ow.c..n 
-.. Ti t o r o n occ as i on , set tin e ~ ox ~Dpl o to the edi tor of 
"Pluc! c" in this r espe ct . ''Pl nck 1 n " l. ·.<.ly \ ,r ito r · .. ns Fl o r en ce 
St . He.r s , ·.ho ·.:rot o :--,.t l c::ist o ne so r iC\.l. f ·')r t! ·10 U. J . nn<l it 
hao boon sa i d t hc.t · she ,n a the d a uj1to r of -th e autho r ·.,ho 
· Tot o tm Uor t h o pooud onyn o:f Fonta n Ash. I£ 1il o r cnoo ~ -
; :"'.r o ·.ir ot o :'.ny Sext on Bl ck o atorios th on t!1 c ro , :rore t ,:o lo<ly 
·,.Ti ter s of th:, :f~ ouo dot c ctivo ' s ox ploi t s an d not one a.a 
hitherto susp ected . 

Jus t ovor n yo ~.?";"'.L'O I tn::..s in corr o sp ond o11co ,-:d. th a 
c:cntl c.-::..'ll'l ·. ho h nd h ire ol.f" Y.r itt m a f a .. : Sexton 31.dcc ' c i n 
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th o o!ll"l y d.o.y&, end kno\7 '1.illi~ Be.ck quit e ·,,:,11 . 1:0 ro:::oF~cro l 
t ho edito r to llinr; hio t ho identity of t!io fody ·.J10 •. ro t o 'i'uo 
0 j t ho Bl nl:o t alo s, but rillothor she '·"' " •r,:,,.x H~r.Jilt on " o r npt , i , 
doubtf ul in vi a" of t ho foe t th at tho lc.tto r cJ1<l '.l'. G. Do·.,lin~ 
J[c.itl:U'l d hav o b oon judgo <l ~o havo boon ono and ~ho sauo indfvidu U.. 
Dor:ling- ti.-.itlond uas c01-tn1nl y of the u alo•3,> ec1os ond ,·.<1s, lik e 
stcnhopo Sprigg , an :::gent fo r othe r rritc r s ; obviouoly , therefo r ,,, 
t h cro C ['.:1 bo 110 connection . I 

An interostinc; foct in re o:,rc! to this l cdy 1,ritor i s thc.t 
she is ,;t i ll oli ve o..-id ;·,:ill soon bo ent ering into h er eightiet h 
ye cr l She i s ro coi,,_isod pr :i.nuri)¥ as asu c cossf'Ul pby-: .Tir t 
rn th or t hen " fiction story r,ritc r , end cnco ,.i:;ain I h:.,ve t 
reco rd t h o f :,ct of c. Illa}:o 1,ri t or vith ,rl;a go cxpcrionoe , fo c" rly 
in h or cnr oor th e l:,cly fnc od t ho fo>tlie;ht s. S, c is Cicol 
r:::-.tri.lto n, ond in vi cu of tho i dC!lticcl surncr .,o she p.Jcoi bl y us ed 
tJ1.c Chisti ;."'J1 nar.:c of !Jnx to concccl. hor scX. 3:>rn i n London ir. 

. tho yonr 18'12 cl1 c coanonco<l h er :,rofo ·;sion tl ct.r ccr c.s :: jour clist 
Lestor , i:;oing on. th e st q; o, she ,r\iorrt t ,·.-clvo yoc.rs bot·;;ccn aJ,t;.ng 
amt fre e le.nee Journr.lis::i ; her first pley odn i; pr oc'.uccd in 
!lrig:ton ln 1906 , and l ::ttor c.t ,/yndhCIJ' s Theatr e. ,:er •.-or 
c·,: Hx'.ro<l i.'1 vr.rious u ~w,.i in ca one !> a-io~i cols; :ll'ld dn c d:lition to 
h0 1'" st 1:1.go :-.i1t lit c r :-.r y ·:,t>rk :;!le. ·,::.l :J ::J.so t:. good ~c:1.kc r. Her 

l octuros, h o·:JV'cr , ·.:er a n octl y confin ed to fccininc to '1i c s . r ricr, 
l :'.at book of not o , 1'L.it1cnt for Dc::..:.ocr :~cy 11 ·.: .::.::: publichocl in 1b40. 
:--.nd her 1:-.tost ;:,1:-.y "I'ho Prince ss of P::-.n<lcc.oni:i.11 , c cc::?oc!y l 
( firs~ t::::ic U"l ' '!':;·· st c.cn \ is <:w f('lr :,r oncnt :.ti on ~t the . 
~ir:::in&,'1~.!J r...c.r,crtorJ ' Th c~'.'tr c duriar; it9 ~ ri ng sct.mn of c!r~ 1~ 
·:!1i~h o:,cnc on ;~:-.rch 6th 6 ·-

--- - ---------------------------
STOP PRESS: 

Receiv ed by Air Mail a copy of "New Zealand 
Listener", containing full. re,ge writ e -u p on our 
activities, with extracts from articl e s by furry 
Homer Charlie Wright, et c , , a lso front page 
facsU:Uli es of old boys books and C,D•s . 

Details next month. 


